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337, began In the first manuscript copy in the
following manner:

While cold-eyed spring, a virgin coy.
Unfolds her verdant mantle sweet,

Or pranks the sod in frolic joy5
A carpet for her youthful feet:

While summer, with a matron's grace

Walks stately in the cooling shade.
And oft delighted loves to trace

The progress of the spiky blade:
While autumn, benefactor kind,

With age's hoary honours clad,
Surveys with self-approving minds

Each creature on his bounty fed. Sec.

By the alteration in the printed poem, it may
be questioned whether the poetry is much im-
proved ; the poet however has found means to
introduce the shades of Dryburgh, the residence
of the Earl of Buchan, at whose request these
verses were written*

These observations might be extended, but
what are already offered will satisfy curiosity9
and there is nothing of any importance that
could be added*